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    The Liturgy at Calvary 
 

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ 
shares his life with us is the image of the vine. 
Christ the vine and we the branches are alive 
in each other, in the mystery of mutual 
abiding described in the gospel and the first 
letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of 
Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes 

us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the 

branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to 
bear fruit for the life of the world. 
 
Prelude   Toccata F Major  BuxWV157 

 Dietrich Buxtehude [1637-1707} 
 
Please face the Baptismal font 
Confession and Absolution 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.      
 
C Amen 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.      

 

C Amen 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 
and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
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Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
P Most merciful God,   
 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot 

free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your holy name.  Amen.   
 
P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead 

in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you 

have been saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins 

are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith.   

 
C Amen 
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    
C And also with you 
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Kyrie Eleison   Greek, “Lord, have mercy” 
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This Is the Feast of Victory 
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Prayer of the Day 

 

P Let us pray…O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart 
from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his 
resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know 
the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
Please sit for today's readings from scripture. 
 
 
First Reading  Acts 8:26-40 
 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the 
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This 
is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 

Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his 
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said 
to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to 
it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, 
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and 
sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was 
reading was this:  
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
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34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then 
Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were 
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch 
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and 
went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, 
and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the 

good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 
L The Word of the Lord     
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Cantor/Choir Sing Refrain; all echo & sing ff. verses 
 

 
 

1. I will stand in the congregation and I will praise your name.  
Stand in awe and give glory Declare your name to every one   

                                                      REFRAIN 
2. God never disdains the poor despises not poverty. Hides not 

from those in need. God answers when they call. 
                                                       REFRAIN 

3. All the ends of earth shall remember and then return to their 
God. All nations shall bow down to God who rules the world. 

                                                         REFRAIN 
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Second Reading  1 John 4:7-21 
 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever 
does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love 
was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into 
the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not 
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so 
much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 

perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because 
he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify 
that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God 
abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and 
they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that 
God has for us.  
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God 
abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that 
we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, 

so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love 
casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he 
first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their 
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother 
or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have 
not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those 
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 
L The Word of the Lord     

C Thanks be to God! 
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Please stand for the Holy Gospel. 

 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St.  John, the 15th chapter. 
 

 
 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. 
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 
fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have 
spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not 
abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you 
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, 
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 

 
 
Sermon  Pr Kyle  
 
 
Hymn of the Day 
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The 8 am service continues on page 14 

[11] Sacrament of Holy Baptism  
Presentation 
Promise 

P People of God, do you promise to support Reagan, 
Harper and Mason and pray for their new life in Christ? 

C We do. 
 

Prayers of the Faithful 

A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 
and for all people according to their needs.  

After each petition 
A Lord in your mercy,   C Hear our prayer.   

Concluding with  
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord  

 C Amen.   
 
Thanksgiving over Water 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Renunciation of Evil / Reaffirmation of Vows 

P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against 

God? 

C I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C I renounce them. 

P Do you turn to Christ as your Lord and Savior? 

C In faith I turn to Christ. 
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Profession of Faith   

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

P Do you believe in God the Father? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He 
was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 

 
Baptism, Anointing with Oil & Signing with the Cross of Christ 
 
Blessing & Presentation of Baptismal Candle 
 
Prayer  
 
Proclamation 

P Through Baptism God has made these sisters and 
brother new members of the priesthood we all share in 

Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and 
bear his creative and redeeming Word to all the world. 

C We welcome you into the Lord's family. We receive 
you as a fellow member of the body of Christ, child 
of the same heavenly Father, and worker with us 
in the kingdom of God. 

 
The 11 am service continues with the Peace page15 
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[8] Creed  

A Let us profess our faith in the Triune God.  

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made 
man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen 

 

[8] Prayers  

A Rejoicing in the wonder of new life in Jesus Christ, let us pray 
for the church, the world, and all of God's creation.   

After each petition   
A Lord in your mercy,   

C Hear our prayer.  

Concluding with      
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord      

C    Amen 
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Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C And also with you. 

 
 
 
Offertory         Assurance (Blessed Assurance) 

    Phoebe P Knapp [1830-1905] 

  Arr. Michael Hassell [1952-2019] & Viktor Andersson  
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A Let us pray.  Merciful Father,   

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 
given us – our selves, our time, and our possessions, 
signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake 
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen 

 

Great Thanksgiving  

 

 
 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you almighty 
and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take 
away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death and in rising 

has brought us to eternal life.  
 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses 
of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus & Benedictus Latin, Holy & Blessed 

 

 

 

 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
 
Eucharistic Acclamation  

 
 

P Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to 
pray. 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 
P  Body of Christ given for you. Blood of Christ shed for you. 
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Agnus Dei   Latin, Lamb of God 

 

 
 
 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 
In-Person: We commune at the Altar.  
Ushers will guide. All are welcome. 
Wine is Red    Grape Juice is White 
Gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

 
Online at Home: If you have elements at home, commune with 
those in attendance at the same time. We encourage you to 
commune each other and bless children who have not received 

First Communion. Consider giving this blessing: “Know that the 
promises of Jesus’s love are for you.” 
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P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in God’s grace.     

C  Amen 
 
 

Post-Communion Canticle 

 

A Let us pray… Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 

C Amen 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace. 
C Amen 



 22 
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A Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude Fantasia G Major Lentement   BWV 572 

J S Bach [1685-1750] 
 

 
Calvary Lutheran Church 

7620 Baker Boulevard     Richland Hills, Texas  76118 
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Intern Pastor Thomas Johnston 

Viktor Andersson, Director of Worship & Music 
Debbie Villavicencio, Organist 
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Lector Robin Stubblefield Roy Reichenbach 

Assist. Minister Troy Mennis Brent Anderson 
Ushers & Greeters Don Acker 

Jeff Goodwin 

Rick Talbot,  

Juan Grimaldo,  
Mike Sandberg &  

Eddie Wilkerson 
 

 

http://www.godhearthumanhands.org/
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380 
Monday, April 29, 2024 
This theologian was the first woman among Roman Catholics to 
receive the title "Doctor [teacher] of the Church." Catherine was 

a Dominican sister known for her mystical visions as well as her 
work on behalf of people who were poor and imprisoned. 
Philip and James, Apostles 
Wednesday, May 1, 2024 
Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called Nathanael 
to "come and see." He later responded to an Ethiopian official's 
request for teaching and baptism. Little is known of James, the 
son of Alphaeus, called "the Less" to distinguish him from another 
apostle named James. 
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373 
Thursday, May 2, 2024 
Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was fully 
God against those who taught otherwise, Athanasius was an 
influential church leader around the time of the Council of Nicea. 
He was banished from Alexandria five times for his forthright 
views. 
Monica, mother of Augustine, died 387 
Saturday, May 4, 2024 
Monica was married to a pagan husband who was ill-tempered 
and unfaithful, but whom she helped bring into the Christian 
faith. She repeated the influence on her son Augustine, who went 

on to become one of the greatest church teachers. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


