Sunday, April 7, 2024
Second Sunday of Easter (Year B)

First Reading Acts 4:32-35
Psalm Psalm 133
Second Reading 1 John 1:1-2:2

A READING FROM ACTS

*2Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul,
and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything
they owned was held in common. **With great power the apostles gave
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was
upon them all. **There was not a needy person among them, for as many
as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was
sold. **They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as
any had need.

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD

(If the Psalm is sung by the choir, you will not be required to lead the Psalm.
Check the day’s worship bulletin to confirm one way or the other)

PLEASE JOIN ME IN READING THE 133 PSALM IN UNISON

'How good and how pleas- | ant it is,
when kindred live togeth- | er in unity!
’It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar ! of his
robe. R
°It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the ! hills of Zion.
For there the LorRD has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore. R



A READING FROM 1st JOHN

!We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard,
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with
our hands, concerning the word of life—’this life was revealed, and we have
seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the
Father and was revealed to us—>we declare to you what we have seen and
heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. “We are writing these
things so that our joy may be complete.

°This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have
fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do
what is true; “but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses
us from all sin. °If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. °If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. '°If we say that
we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

2IMy little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous; Zand he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not
for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD



Sunday, April 14, 2024
Third Sunday of Easter (Year B)

First Reading Acts 3:12-19
Psalm Psalm 4
Second Reading 1 John 3:1-7

A READING FROM ACTS

’[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this,
or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had
made him walk?'*The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you
handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided
to release him. “But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to
have a murderer given to you, '°and you killed the Author of life, whom God
raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. '°And by faith in his name,
his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and
the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the
presence of all of you.

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your
rulers. *®In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the
prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. °Repent therefore, and turn to
God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD



(If the Psalm is sung by the choir, you will not be required to lead the Psalm.
Check the day’s worship bulletin to confirm one way or the other)

PLEASE JOIN ME IN READING THE 4" PSALM IN UNISON

!Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause;
you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear
my prayer.
““You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory;
how long will you love illusions and seek ! after lies?”
*Know that the LorD does wonders ! for the faithful;
the Lorp will hear me | when I call.
“Tremble, then, and ! do not sin;
speak to your heart in silence up- ! on your bed. R
>Offer the appointed ! sacrifices,
and put your trust ! in the Lorb.
®Many are saying, “Who will show us | any good?”
Let the light of your face shine upon ! us, O LoRD.
’You have put gladness | in my heart,
more than when grain and ! wine abound.
8In peace, I will lie | down and sleep;
for you alone, O LorD, make me ! rest secure. R

A READING FROM 1 JOHN

'See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of
God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is
that it did not know him. “Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will
be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. *And all who have
this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

“Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is
lawlessness. °You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him
there is no sin. °No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either
seen him or known him. ’Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone
who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD



Sunday, April 21, 2024
Fourth Sunday of Easter (Year B)

First Reading Acts 4:5-12
Psalm Psalm 23
Second Reading 1 John 3:16-24

A READING FROM ACTS

°The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in
Jerusalem, °with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and
all who were of the high-priestly family. "When they had made the prisoners
stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what name did
you do this?” ®Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers
of the people and elders, °if we are questioned today because of a good
deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been
healed, '°let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that
this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. ''This
Jesus is

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;

it has become the cornerstone.’

>There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given among mortals by which we must be saved.”

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD



(If the Psalm is sung by the choir, you will not be required to lead the Psalm.
Check the day’s worship bulletin to confirm one way or the other)

PLEASE JOIN ME IN READING THE 237 PSALM IN UNISON

'The Lorp | is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
“The LorpD makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
*You restore my | soul, O LoRD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort
me. R
°You prepare a table before me in the presence ! of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ! of my
life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LorD forever. R

A READING FROM 1 JOHN

*We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we
ought to lay down our lives for one another. *’"How does God’s love abide in
anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and
yet refuses help?

8Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and
action. *?’And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will
reassure our hearts before him “°whenever our hearts condemn us; for God
is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. “‘Beloved, if our
hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; *?and we receive
from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do
what pleases him.

23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. **All
who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by
this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD



Sunday, April 28, 2024
Fifth Sunday of Easter (Year B)

First Reading Acts 8:26-40
Psalm Psalm 22:25-31
Second Reading 1 John 4:7-21

A READING FROM ACTS

’5An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “"Get up and go toward the south to the
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness
road.) ?’So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a
court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her
entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship “®and was returning
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. *°Then the
Spirit said to Philip, “"Go over to this chariot and join it.” *°So Philip ran up
to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “"Do you
understand what you are reading?” °'He replied, “How can I, unless
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside
him. *?Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
3*The eunuch asked Philip, “"About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet
say this, about himself or about someone else?” **Then Philip began to
speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news
about Jesus. *°As they were going along the road, they came to some
water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me
from being baptized?” **He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized
him. **When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched
Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way
rejoicing. “°But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing
through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he
came to Caesarea.

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD



(If the Psalm is sung by the choir, you will not be required to lead the Psalm.
Check the day’s worship bulletin to confirm one way or the other)

PLEASE JOIN ME IN READING THE 22" PSALM IN UNISON

’>From you comes my praise in the | great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the Lorb.
’The poor shall eat | and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LoRrRD give praise! May your hearts ! live
forever!
>/All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LoRrD;
all the families of nations shall bow ! before God.
’For dominion belongs ! to the LoRrb,
who rules o- ! ver the nations. R
*°Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore
the LORD.
3'Their descendants shall | serve the LoRrbD,
whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come.
*1They shall proclaim God'’s deliverance to a people ! yet unborn,
saying to them, “The | LorD has acted!” R



A READING FROM 1 JOHN

’Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. *Whoever does not love does not know
God, for God is love. °God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God
sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. °In this
is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. ''Beloved, since God loved us so much,
we also ought to love one another. '’No one has ever seen God; if we love
one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.

1By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit. '*And we have seen and do testify that the Father has
sent his Son as the Savior of the world. °>God abides in those who confess
that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. '°So we have known
and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in
them. '’Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have
boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this
world. ‘®There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has
to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in
love. '°We love because he first loved us. °Those who say, “I love God,”
and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have
not seen. *'The commandment we have from him is this: those who love
God must love their brothers and sisters also.

THE WORD OF THE LORD
THANKS BE TO GOD



