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PRELUDE   
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Evening Thanksgiving 
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Psalmody, Readings and Canticles 

Psalm 141  
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Leader May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your 

presence surround and fill us, so that with all creation we might sing 
your praise and your love in our lives.  

All   Amen 
 
 
THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL Matthew 14:13-21 

13Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by 
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the 
towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for 
them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, 
"This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they 
may go into the villages and buy food for themselves." 16Jesus said to them, "They 
need not go away; you give them something to eat." 17They replied, "We have nothing 
here but five loaves and two fish." 18And he said, "Bring them here to me." 19Then he 
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, 
he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the 
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and 
they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those 
who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
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YOUTH HOMILY by Mason Hickman 

In the passage, Jesus is grieving but still caring for the five thousand men not 
including women and children that followed him when he was trying to be alone. After he 
heals and teaches them, the disciples are trying to send them back to their villages so 
they could feed themselves. Jesus instructed the disciples to feed them, and with only five 
loaves of bread and two fish they fed everybody until they were full, and still had 12 
baskets of food left over.  

God is always providing for us like Jesus does in the story. This must have seemed 
like an impossible task with what little food they had. Taking the food, he gave thanks, 
blessed it and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples 
gave them to the people. These words have been the basis for the church's communion 
meal ever since. 

This story is about God providing for you. Our response is using our time, treasures, 
and talents, to help and care for others. How do you respond when God provides for you? 
One way my family does this is by distributing. 

My family does a ham distribution at a local food pantry every year. We don’t really 
know how many people are going to arrive to receive a ham, but every year we always 
have enough, and sometimes we have enough to send the volunteers home with one 
too.  We feel God’s presence and are thankful for the opportunity to spend our time and 
resources to provide meat or a meal to those that need it. 

Scooter Gennett, a professional baseball player, is an example of using talent. 
Before he bats he draws a Christ symbol in the dirt. He is showing his love and that he 
believes in God. He might even be giving thanks. Scooter uses his talent to not only 
spread the gospel, but also to glorify God.  

My school dedicates a day to spreading the gospel and helping the community. This 
year my friends and I went to an assisted living facility. We were there for five hours. We 
helped the volunteer coordinator with anything they needed like organizing, playing 
games, serving lunch or picking up trash. around the place.  We even got to meet and talk 
with a 107 year old lady. Spending time and sharing laughs and stories was good for them 
(at least that’s what the volunteer coordinator said) and it was fun and enriching for us. It 
really did matter to the residents that a bunch of 13-year-olds hung out with them for a 
day. 

You may never know how people will react to your serving, or where you could be 
called to serve. Will you be passing out hams?; Will you show others your belief like 
Scooter?;  Will you hang out with people from another generation? No matter what 
situation you find yourself in, God will stand beside you and guide you, to help others and 
care for others. 

God provides the true bread from heaven, his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. We give 
thanks at communion for what God has given to us, his son that died on the cross, and a 
meal to equip us to serve others. We are called to let Him work through us and with us to 
share his love. 

HOMILY  Intern Pr. Thomas Johnston 
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HYMN & OFFERING  Come Down, O Love Divine (ELW 804) 

The offering will be taken during the Hymn 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833-1890. Music: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958. 

Outside USA: Music from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906. 
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Litany and Prayers 
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Leader I give thanks to you, heavenly Father,  

All through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have graciously protected 
me today.  I ask you to forgive me all my sins, where I have done wrong, 
and graciously to protect me tonight.  Into your hands I commend myself: 
my body, my soul, and all that is mine.  Let your holy angel be with me, 
so that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

           (Martin Luther's Evening Blessing) 

Leader Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to pray. 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen.  
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Hymn #353 Were You There?  vs. 1, 2, 5 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
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