Thursday Mid-Day Prayer Service

P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

C

And also with you.

P

Let us pray. Loving God, glorious in giving and restoring life, do not hide your face
from your people overcome with loneliness and fear. Turn our weeping into dancing,
our despair into joy, and raise us up with Christ, that we may rejoice in your
presence forever; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C

Amen.

I danced for the scribe And the pharisee,
But they would not dance, And they wouldn't follow me.
I danced for the fishermen, For James and John
They came with me And the Dance went on.
I danced on the Sabbath And I cured the lame;
The holy people Said it was a shame.
They whipped and they stripped And they hung me on high,
And they left me there On a Cross to die.

I danced on a Friday When the sky turned black
It's hard to dance With the devil on your back.
They buried my body And they thought I'd gone,
But I am the Dance, And I still go on.
They cut me down And I leapt up high;
I am the life That'll never, never die;
I'll live in you If you'll live in me I am the Lord Of the Dance, said he.

Jeremiah 31:10-14
10

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."
11
For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
14
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

The Prayers
P

The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.

C

Amen.

P

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.

P

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.

C

Amen.

