Monday Mid-Day Prayer Service
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
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And also with you.

P

Let us pray. Strength of the weak, defender of the needy, rescuer of the poor, gracious God,
deliver us from the power of wickedness, that we may rejoice in your justice now and forever;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. (Psalm 82)
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Amen.

James 2:1-5; 14-17
1

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord
Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if
a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine
clothes and say, "Have a seat here, please," while to the one who is poor you say, "Stand there,"
or, "Sit at my feet," 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with
evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the
world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love
him? 14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works?
Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to
them, "Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill," and yet you do not supply their bodily needs,
what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

A prayer for the poor, homeless and neglected
O GOD, Almighty and merciful,
who heals those that are broken in heart,
and turns the sadness of the sorrowful to joy;
Let your goodness be upon all that you have made.
Remember in pity those who are this day
destitute, homeless, or forgotten.
Uplift those who are cast down.
For those who suffer, sanctify their endurance of the wrongs worked on them,
keeping their hearts free of bitterness.
Cheer with hope the discouraged and unhappy,
help those afflicted by poverty;
though they be troubled on every side,
suffer them not to be distressed;
though they be perplexed, save them from despair.
Grant this, O Lord, for the love of him,
who for our sakes endured poverty and blameless suffering,
your Son, our Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The LORD bless you and protect you!
The LORD deal kindly and graciously with you!
The LORD bestow His favor upon you and grant you peace!

