Advent Taizé Meditation

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23-24  November 25, 2020
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Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who shapes the whole creation,
who comes with might and mercy, who fills the hungry with good
things.

C

Amen

P

We confess that we have been unfaithful. Like dry leaves and
withered grass our lives are blown about by our sins and by the
powers of evil all around us. Let us approach the throne of grace that
the light of God’s face may shine on us that we may be saved.
(Remain kneel or remain seated as you so choose)

Cantor

All
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God is patient and not wanting any to perish but desires all to come to
repentance. Through Christ, you are set free from all that imprisons
you and your sins are forgiven. God heals your broken heart that we
may live in harmony and peace as together we wait for the day of
God.
The peace of Christ be with you!
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In a world of shadows,

C

we see illumination.
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As we wait in the night,

C

we look for sunrise.
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Surrounded by fear,

C

we hold fast to God’s promise.
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We wait with hope for Christ’s return,

C

for the dawn of peace and justice.

Prayer

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23-24
11

Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek
them out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their
scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the
places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick
darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from
the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them
on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited
parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain
heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good
grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of
Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie
down, says the Lord God. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the
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strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but
the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
23

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall
feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, will
be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I,
the Lord, have spoken.
Reflection questions:
How is God as shepherd different than God as almighty?
How is God shepherding you right now?
What does Jesus reveal to us about God’s heart?

Silence for Reflection

Below are quotes, poems and scriptures for you to contemplate.

Father source of light in every age, the Virgin conceived and bore your Son
who is called Wonderful God, Prince of Peace. May her prayer, the gift of a
mother’s love, be your people’s joy through the ages. May her response,
born of a humble heart draw your Spirit to rest on your people. Grant this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
In violence and travail
by Walter Brueggemann
5

We give you thanks for the babe born in violence.
We give you thanks for the miracle of Bethlehem
born into the Jerusalem heritage.
We do not understand why the innocents must be slaughtered;
we know that your kingdom comes in violence and travail.
our time would be a good time for your kingdom to come,
because we have had enough of violence and travail.
So we wait with eager longing,
and with enormous fear,
because your promises
do not coincide with our favorite injustices.
We pray for the coming of your kingdom on earth
as it is around your heavenly throne.
We are people grown weary of waiting.
We dwell in the midst of cynical people,
and we have settled for what we can control.
We do know that you hold initiative for our lives,
that your love planned our salvation
before we saw the light of day.
And so we wait for your coming,
in your vulnerable baby
in whom all things are made new.
Amen.
Advent is about a hope already come. As truly as Mary carried God’s Word
within her womb, so we bear within the mystery of our lives the hope that
quenches the thirsts this world cannot. We, too, bear the incredible imprint
of Jesus Christ, whose presence among us revealed humankind’s purpose.
Jesus, who is God in the flesh of humanity, verified that humanity was
created to be in the spirit of God’s divinity. To count on the substance of
that certainty is the essence of hope and the reason for human nobility.
Father John McIlhon
“A prison cell, in which one waits hopes and is completely dependent on the
fact that the door of freedom has to be opened from the outside, is not a
bad picture of Advent.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
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In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”3This is
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.’
Matthew 3:1-3
For you, what is being prepared this Advent?
What must be reoriented?
What must we be paying attention to?
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Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to pray.

All

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you and
be gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and grant 
you peace.
Amen

C

Links to explore further:
Websites to light a virtual candle (links can be clicked if viewing bulletin on
device): https://gratefulness.org/light-a-candle/
https://www.contemplativespace.com/resources/
Explore icons of Mary Mother of our Lord
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFxqKp6_9sc
Taizé Monastery France Live Stream
https://www.taize.fr/en_article28227.html
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