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Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here. He is
risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Lights come up
Our Hope
Psalm 118; Words & music by Phil Heinze 5/25/00

There are shouts of exaltation in the tents of the righteous
for the strong arm of the Lord has been made known.
And the stone that builders deemed as unworthy
has become the chief cornerstone.
And our hope (our hope) our hope (our hope)
our hope is in Jesus name.
Our hope (our hope) our hope (our hope)
our hope is in Jesus name.
I shall not die but live and declare the works of God
for righteous is his name.
So give thanks to the Lord for He is good
And his steadfast love endures from age to age
Open for me now the gates of righteousness
That I may enter in
And declare this is the day the Lord has made
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
AND ALSO WITH YOU.
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Let us pray. O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us
from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live
with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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Amen.

FIRST READING

Acts 10:34-43

Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows
no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what
is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all.
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the
baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They
put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the
third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living
and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."

SECOND READING Colossians 3:1–4
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things
that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and
your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

HOLY GOSPEL

St. Matthew 28:1–10

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there
was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven,
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards
shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, "Do
not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He
is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where
he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised from the
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see
him.' This is my message for you." 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and
said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and
worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell
my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."
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The Gospel of Our Lord
PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST!

Sermon
Because He Lives
God sent His son, they called Him, Jesus;
He came to love, heal and forgive;
He lived and died to buy my pardon,
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives!
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow,
Because He lives, all fear is gone;
Because I know He holds the future,
And life is worth the living,
Just because He lives!
How sweet to hold a newborn baby,
And feel the pride and joy he gives;
But greater still the calm assurance:
This child can face uncertain days because He Lives!

And then one day, I'll cross the river,
I'll fight life's final war with pain;
And then, as death gives way to vict'ry,
I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He lives!
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Let us profess our faith, using the Nicene Creed:

ALL

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen

The Prayers
The Sharing of the peace

Holy Communion
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The Lord be with you
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And also with you
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Lift up your hearts
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We lift them to the Lord
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
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It is right to give him thanks and praise

Words of Institution
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Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to pray.
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Holy Ground
We are standing on holy ground
And I know that there are angels all around
Let us praise Jesus now
We are standing in His presence on holy ground.
Benediction

I’ll Fly Away
Some glad morning when this life is o’er I’ll fly away
To a home on God’s celestial shore I’ll fly away
I’ll fly away, O glory I’ll fly away
When I die, hallelujah by and by
I’ll fly away
When the shadows of this life have grown I’ll fly away
like a bird from prison bars has flown I’ll fly away
Just a few more weary days and then I’ll fly away
To a home where joy shall never end I’ll fly away

