Fifth Sunday of Easter
2 May 2021

11 am

The Liturgy at Calvary
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ
shares his life with us is the image of the
vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are
alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual
abiding described in the gospel and the first
letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living
and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As
the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his
table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.
PRELUDE

Dear Christians One and All Rejoice
arr. Nancy Raabe

Please face the Baptismal font
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C

Amen

P

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C

Amen

P

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful
and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
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Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P

Most merciful God,

C

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead
in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you
have been saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith.

C

Amen
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PROCESSION

Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks (WOV 671)

Text: Donald Fishel, b. 1950. Music: Donald Fishel, b. 1950; arr. Betty Pulkingham, b. 1928. © 1973 Word of God Music, admin. The Copyright Co.
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
P
C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you

KYRIE ELEISON

Greek, “Lord, have mercy”
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HYMN OF PRAISE

6

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P

C

Let us pray… O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart
from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his
resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know
the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen

Please sit for today's readings from scripture.
FIRST READING
Acts 8:26-40
26
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This
is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said
to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to
it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I,
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and
sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was
reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then
Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he
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proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being
baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip
baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and
went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus,
and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
L
C

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!

PSALM 22

Cantor/Choir sings REFRAIN,
all echo, then sing after verses.

1.

I will stand in the congregation and I will praise your name;
Stand in awe and give glory, Declare your name to everyone.
REFRAIN

2.

God never disdains the poor, despises not poverty--hides not
from those in need. God answers when they call. REFRAIN

3.

All the ends of the earth shall remember and then return to
the God. All Nations shall bow down to God who rules the
world.
REFRAIN

SECOND READING
1 John 4:7-21
7
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever
does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love
was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into
8

the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so
much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is
perfected in us.
13
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because
he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify
that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God
abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and
they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that
God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God
abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that
we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is,
so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love
casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever
fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he
first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother
or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have
not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
L
C

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!

Please stand for the Holy Gospel.
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P

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit.
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more
fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have
spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not
abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this,
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
P

The Gospel of our Lord.

SERMON

Pastor Kyle

HYMN OF THE DAY

Lord, Whose Love
in Humble Service (ELW 712)
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Text Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984. Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, 1985. Text © 1961 Oxford University Press. Arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress.

CREED
A
Let us profess our faith in the Triune God.
ALL We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made
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man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
A

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and
for all people according to their needs.
After each petition
A
Lord in your mercy,
C
Hear our prayer.
Concluding with
P
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord
C
Amen
PEACE
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please show a sign of peace
OFFERTORY

Voluntary ix, 1st set
William Russell, 1777-1813
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Consider giving online through our different options at
https://godshearthumanhands.org/faithfulgiving.htm
or through QR code (use smart phone camera; click link)

Please stand as our gifts are presented, singing,

A

Let us pray. Merciful Father,

C

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first
given us – our selves, our time, and our possessions,
signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

P

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you almighty
and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior
Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take
away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death and in rising
has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Eucharistic Acclamation

P

Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to
pray.

ALL Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
AGNUS DEI
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HOLY COMMUNION
In-Person: We will commune by continuous line.
We will commune the pulpit side first. You will be
ushered up in small groups to receive a wafer
from the pastor and then an individual cup from
the tray.
Online at Home: If you have elements at home, commune with
those in attendance at the same time. We encourage you to
communion each other and bless children who have not received
First Communion. Consider giving this blessing:
“Know that the promises of Jesus’s love are for you.”

Abide with Me (ELW 629)
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Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847. Music: EVENTIDE, William H. Monk, 1823-1889.

P

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in God’s grace.

C

Amen
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

A

C
P

C

Let us pray… Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have
put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around
us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may
bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you
peace.
Amen

Please stand & turn in place, “following” the cross
RECESSIONAL

On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537)
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Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. Music: HERMAS, Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879.
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A
C

Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Christ Is Arisen
Fugue
Setting by Johann George Albrechtsberger,
1736-1809
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