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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, glorious Lord 
Emmanuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, living Word. 
 
CONFESSION 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Word made flesh, 
our life and our salvation. 
Amen. 

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, 

let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of life, 
you promise good news of great joy for all people, 
and call us to be messengers of your peace. 
We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 
our resources, and our security. 
We nurture conflict and build barriers. 
We neglect the needs of our neighbors 
and ignore the groaning of creation. 

Have mercy on us. 
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 
Renew us with your grace 
and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 
Amen. 

Hear the good news: 
We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 

Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 
shall know the salvation of God. 
Amen. 
 
Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, glorious Lord 
Emmanuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, living Word. 
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O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.           
C And also with you.  
 
P Let us pray. Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the 

holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in 
every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON       Numbers 6:22-27  
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, 
saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 
 24The Lord bless you and keep you; 
 25the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to 
you; 
 26the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you 
peace. 
 27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless 
them. 
 

L The Word of the Lord.    
C  Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 8 
 1O | Lord our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 
 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of 
the mouths of in- | fants and children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to 
silence the foe | and avenger. 
 3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
 4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of 
them, 
  human beings that you should | care for them? R 
 5Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 
  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
 6You have made them rule over the works | of your 
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hands; 
  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
 7all | flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts | of the field, 
 8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
 9O | Lord our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth! R 
 
SECOND LESSON          Galatians 4:4-7 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And 
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave 
but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
L The Word of the Lord 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 2nd chapter  
C Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this 
child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

them. 
 21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the 
child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel 
before he was conceived in the womb. 
 
P The Gospel of Our Lord  
C Praise to you, O Christ! 
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SERMON          Intern Pr. Thomas 
 
 
Once in Royal David's City (ELW 269) 

 

 

 
Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895, Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876. 
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CREED 
A Let us profess the faith in which we are Baptized. 
ALL I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He 
was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen 

 
 
THE PRAYERS 
We Lift Up 
By Nick Ehrhardt 
 
All people: 
Ooooh, Oooooh, We lift up our prayer  (repeat throughout) 
 
Leader: 
For the planet, for its people 
For the church and its many shapes and steeples 
For the hungry, for the cold 
For the young and for the old 
For our joy and for our pain 
For the sunshine, for the rain 
For the dying, for the sick 
For our loved ones and the glue that makes us stick 
For our leaders, for their minds 
For your wisdom as to how we draw our lines 
For the world and its frantic pace 
For the places where we find deeper space 
For all yearning hearts beneath the sun 
For the chance for a prayer for everyone 
For our words and for our silence (pause) 
Ooooh, Oooooh, Ahhhmen. 
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THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
 
OFFERTORY Before the Marvel of This Night    
   Sung by Pr. Kyle 
    Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919. © 1981 Jaroslav J. Vajda, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

1 Before the marvel of this night, 

 adoring, fold your wings and bow, 
 then tear the sky apart with light 

 and with your news the world endow. 

 Proclaim the birth of Christ and peace, 
 that fear and death and sorrow cease: 

 sing peace, sing peace, sing gift of peace, 

 sing peace, sing gift of peace! 
 

2 Awake the sleeping world with song, 

 this is the day the Lord has made. 
 Assemble here, celestial throng, 

 in royal splendor come arrayed. 

 Give earth a glimpse of heav’nly bliss, 
 a teasing taste of what they miss: 

 sing bliss, sing bliss, sing endless bliss, 

 sing bliss, sing endless bliss! 
 

3 The love that we have always known, 

 our constant joy and endless light, 
 now to the loveless world be shown, 

 now break upon its deathly night. 

 Into one song compress the love 
 that rules our universe above: 

 sing love, sing love, sing God is love, 

 sing love, sing God is love! 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you 

P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them to the Lord 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
P Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
Following songs sung during distribution of the Sacrament 
 
 
In the Bleak Midwinter (ELW 294) 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894. Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934. 
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We Three Kings of Orient Are (WOV 646) 

 

 

 

 
Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt. Music: THREE KINGS OF ORIENT, John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God our redeemer, 
you have fed us at this table 
with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 
As you have gathered us in joy, 
send us forth as messengers of your peace. 
Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW 288) 

 

 

 

 
Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866. Music: IN CULCI JUBILO, German Carol. 14th cent. 

 

 

P Go in peace serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God 
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