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The Liturgy at Calvary 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a 
vineyard parable, which serves as an image of 
Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s 
death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks 

of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us 
for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at 
baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we 
may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his 
resurrection. 
 

Prelude    All Glory Be to God on High 

   Tune:  Nikolaus Decius. C. 1485-aft. 1546 

   Setting: Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1790 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.     

C Amen 

 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 
and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
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P Most merciful God,   

 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot 
free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name.  Amen.   

 

 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead 
in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you 
have been saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 

the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith.   

C Amen. 
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Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C And also with you. 
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Kyrie Eleison [Greek, Lord, Have Mercy] 
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Hymn of Praise    Gloria In Excelsis 
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Prayer of the Day  

 
 
P Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead 

us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that 
are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do 
them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 
C Amen. 

 
Please sit 
 

First Reading  Isaiah 5:1-7 
 

 1Let me sing for my beloved 
  my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
 My beloved had a vineyard 
  on a very fertile hill. 
 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
  and planted it with choice vines; 

 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
 he expected it to yield grapes, 
  but it yielded wild grapes. 
 
 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
  and people of Judah, 
 judge between me 
  and my vineyard. 
 4What more was there to do for my vineyard 

  that I have not done in it? 
 When I expected it to yield grapes, 
  why did it yield wild grapes? 
 
 5And now I will tell you 
  what I will do to my vineyard. 
 I will remove its hedge, 
  and it shall be devoured; 
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 I will break down its wall, 
  and it shall be trampled down. 
 6I will make it a waste; 
  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
 I will also command the clouds 
  that they rain no rain upon it. 
 
 7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
  is the house of Israel, 
 and the people of Judah 
  are his pleasant planting; 

 he expected justice, 
  but saw bloodshed; 
 righteousness, 
  but heard a cry! 
 
L The Word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Choir/Cantor sings refrain All echo & sing ff. verses 
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Verses 
1. O shepherd of Israel hear us, shine forth from your cherubim 

throne. O Lord, rouse up your might, O Lord, come to our 

help.             

 REFRAIN 

 

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, look down from heaven 

and see. Visit this vine and protect it, the vine your right hand 

has planted.        

 REFRAIN 

 

3. May your hand be on the one you have chosen, the one you 

have given your strength. And we shall never forsake you 

again; give us life that we may call upon your name.  

 REFRAIN 

 
 
 
 

Second Reading Philippians 3:4b-14 

 
 [Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the 
flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of 
the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
 7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 

them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in 
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power 
of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming 
like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection 
from the dead. 
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 12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached 
the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus 
has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have 
made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
L The Word of the Lord  
C  Thanks be to God 
 
Please stand for the Holy Gospel 

 
 
Alleluia Verse & Gospel Acclamations 
 

 

 

 
 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter 
 

 
 
 

 

[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There 
was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, 
dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it 
to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time 
had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
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produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 
another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more 
than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally 
he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But 
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is 
the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they 
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will 
give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  

 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, 
  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the 
kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, 
they realized that he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to 

arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded 
him as a prophet. 
 
 
 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 
 

 
 

Sermon  Intern Thomas 
 
 
Hymn of the Day  
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Creed 

A Let us profess the faith in which we are Baptized. 

ALL I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen 

 

Prayers of the Faithful 

A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs.   

After each petition  
A Lord in your mercy,  
C Hear our prayer.   

Concluding with  
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord C Amen.  
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Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

Please show a sign of peace 
 
Offertory  Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 

                    Tune:  Beach Spring, The Sacred Harp 1844 

                       Arr. Kenneth T. Kosche 
 

 
 
Our gifts are presented, singing,  
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A Let us pray.  Merciful Father,   

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 
given us - our selves, our time, and our possessions, 
signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake 
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our lord.  
Amen 

 

Great Thanksgiving  

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is indeed right our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;  

 
Who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life.  
 
And so with all the choirs of angels, with the Church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus & Benedictus  [Latin, Holy & Blessed] 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 

 
Eucharistic Acclamation  

 

 
P    Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to pray. 
 Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen 



 17 

Agnus Dei  [Latin, Lamb of God] 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Communion 

We encourage those online to commune each other in your 
homes at this time and bless children who have not 
received First Communion. Consider giving this blessing: 
“Know that the promises of Jesus’s love are for you.” 
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P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in God’s grace.  

C Amen 
 
Post-Communion Canticle 

 
 
A We thank you, generous God, 

for the refreshment we have received 
at your banquet table. 
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace. 
C Amen 
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A Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude   Voluntary in D Major     John Stanley 
 
Upcoming Commemorations 
Massie L. Kennard, renewer of the church, died 1996 (TFF) 
Tuesday, October 10, 2023 
A native of Chicago, Kennard was a major figure in supporting 
and working toward ethnic and racial inclusiveness in the former 
Lutheran Church in America. Ordained in 1958, he served in 
positions including Director for Minority Concerns of the Division 

for Mission in North America. 
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Calvary Lutheran Church 

7620 Baker Boulevard       Richland Hills, Texas 76118 
www.godshearthumanhands.org    email:calvary@calvaryftw.org 

(817) 284-8724       (817) 284-0860 (Fax) 
 

The Reverend Phillip Heinze          The Reverend Kyle Rouze 
Intern Pastor Thomas Johnston 

Viktor Andersson, Director of Worship & Music 
Debbie Villavicencio, organ 

 
 8:00 AM 11:00 AM 

Lector Robin Stubblefield Steve Riddell 

Assist. Minister Troy Minnis Bob Van Geem 

Ushers & Greeters Don Acker and                     

Jeff Goodwin 

Carol Hutchison,  

Carmen Day-Alexander, and 

Eddie & Val Wilkerson 
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