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The Liturgy at Calvary 
Within the gospel reading’s profound words 
lies the simple message that God is revealed 
in a human person. Though we may try to 
understand how the Word existed with God 
from the beginning of time, the wonder we 
celebrate at Christmas is that the Word 

continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in 
the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new 
birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary 
gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth. 

 
Penetential Rite 
 

Please stand and face the Baptismal Font. 
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L “…you were included in Christ when you heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you 
were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the 
praise of his glory (Ephesians 1:13-14).  

 
Silence is kept for confession and reflection 

 
L Praise the LORD.   
C How good it is to sing praises to our God, how 

pleasant and fitting to praise him! He heals the 

brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. The LORD 
delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in 
his unfailing love (Psalm 147:1, 3, 11). 

 
L Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every 
spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before 
the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his 
sight (Ephesians 1:3-4). 

 

 
Reprise Emmanuel 

 
Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,   the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C   And also with you.  
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Kyrie 
 
Lutheran Book of Worship “Kyrie and Mercy” by Duffy   
arranged Phil Heinze 9/20/2011 
 
Yeah, Yeah, Yeah - x4  
 (repeat - yeah, yeah, yeah while cantor sings verse) 
In peace let us pray  
For the peace from above  
For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of us  
for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord 

 

All -  I’m prayin Lord have mercy 
I’m prayin Christ have mercy 
I’m prayin Lord have mercy  
I’m prayin Christ have mercy 
I’m prayin Lord have mercy, have mercy on us 

 
In peace let us pray  
For your saving grace 
For all who gather here to offer worship and praise 
Help save comfort and defend us Gracious God. Chorus 
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Hymn of Praise  
 

 
First Lesson Jeremiah 31:7-14 
 
7 Thus says the LORD: 

 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
  “Save, O LORD, your people, 
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  the remnant of Israel.” 
 8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
  those with child and those in labor together; 
  a great company, they shall return here. 
 9 With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back; 
 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
  in a straight path where they shall not stumble, 
 for I have become a father to Israel, 
  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 
 10 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him 
  and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.” 
 11 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
 12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 
 their life shall become like a watered garden, 
  and they shall never languish again. 
 13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
 I will turn their mourning into joy; 
  I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow. 
 14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 
 says the LORD 

 
Children’s Sermon – Janelle Miller 
 
Second Lesson  Ephesians 1:3-14 
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the 
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foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 
love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus 

Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise 

of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the 
Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he 

has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 
good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven 
and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an 

inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of 

him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and 
will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, 
might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when 
you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 
and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the 
promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance 

toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his 
glory. 
 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter 
 
[1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 

things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 
  6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world.] 
  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his 
own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the 
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will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 

have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me 
because he was before me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has 

ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to 
the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 
P The Gospel of Our Lord 
C Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Sermon PLM Don Holmes 
 
Silent Reflection 
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Hymn of the Day
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Creed 
A Let us profess our faith in the Triune God 

All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 
the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs.  

 

After each petition 

A Lord in your mercy,  
C Hear our prayer.   

Concluding with  

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord   C Amen.   



11 

 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C And also with you 

Please greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
Offertory  
 

 
 
Please stand as our gifts are offered, singing: 
 
COMMUNION 

The Lord be with you   

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts  

we lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give God thanks and praise 
 
And we’re singing Holy, Holy, Holy; Holy is our God 
And we’re singing Holy, Holy, Holy; Blessed is the name of the Lord 
(repeat) 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

 

Ha-lle-lu-jah. Ha-lle-lu-jah. Ha-lle-lu-jah. Give thanks to the Lord 
(repeat) 

P And we’re singing Holy, Holy, Holy; Holy is our God 
And we’re singing Holy, Holy, Holy; Blessed is the name of the Lord 
(repeat) 
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P   Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to 
pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen 

 
P Body of Christ given for you;  

Blood of Christ shed for you 
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P    The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in God’s grace.      

 
C    Amen 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

A  Let us pray… Incarnate God, you are among us at this 
table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the 
wonders of your love in the everyday moments of our lives, 
through Christ born in us. 

C   Amen 
 
P The Benediction   

C Amen 
 
 

Please turn in place, facing the cross carried by the crucifer. 
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Recessional 
 

 
 
A   Go in Peace. Serve the Lord      
C  Thanks be to God!  
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Calvary Lutheran Church 

7620 Baker Boulevard       Richland Hills, Texas  76118 
www.godshearthumanhands.org    email:calvary@calvaryftw.org 

(817) 284-8724       (817) 284-0860 (Fax) 
 

 The Reverend Kyle Rouze   The Reverend Kyle Symanski 
 

Assisting Minister Phil Beckman 

Lector Cynthia DeFrang 

Ushers / Greeters Craig & Carmen Day Alexander, 
Monica Neely & Juan Grimaldo 

Communion Assistants Ginger Bowden, Melody Kuhns & 
Sharon Dobbs 

Altar Guild Leslie Herd 

Audio / Live Stream Chris Aguilar / Ian Aguilar 

 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 

Name of Jesus 

Thursday, January 1, 2026 
By Jewish law, every baby boy was circumcised and named on the eighth 

day of life, so on the eighth day of Christmas the church celebrates this 
event in Jesus' life. The keeping of the covenant as well as Jesus' name are 

signs of God's salvation given to us through him. 
 

Johann Konrad Wilhelm Loehe, renewer of the church, died 1872 
Friday, January 2, 2026 

Loehe was a pastor in nineteenth-century Germany. Loehe's chief concern 
was that a congregation find its life in the holy communion, and from that 

source evangelism and social ministries would flow. He sent pastors to 
North America, Australia, New Guinea, Brazil, and Ukraine. 

. 

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
Sunday, January 4, 2025 [Transferred] 

This day commemorates the young children killed by Herod in Bethlehem in 
his jealous attempt to murder the baby Jesus, a sobering reminder of the 

evil that led Christ to be born for our salvation. 
 
 

http://www.godshearthumanhands.org/
mailto:calvary@calvaryftw.org

