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The Liturgy at Calvary 
A warm welcome to our visitors today! We are blessed that 
you have joined us to celebrate God's presence in word and 
sacrament.  We offer a wide variety of programs and service 
opportunities.  For more information, or to become a member, 
contact one of the Pastors.  

Holy Innocents, Martyrs  
Jesus escapes the sword in the gospel on this day—but not for 
long—not forever. He died for us. He died for the world, to put 
an end to the cycle of violence that continues to claim 
innocent victims. Rachel’s lament, recorded in Jeremiah and 
echoed in Matthew, is not the last word. “There is hope for 

your future,” says the Lord. 
 

Prelude   Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine   German Carol 

               Setting:  George Lachenauer  (1933) 
 
 

Penetential Rite 

Please stand and face the Baptismal Font 
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L Trusting that God hears every cry and promises to wipe away 

every tear, let us confess our longings and our laments. 

  
Silence is kept for confession and reflection 

 

L  O God,  

C  Search me and know my heart;  

test me and know my thoughts.  
See any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting. 

 

L The Lord watches over your going out and your coming in.  

The Lord shields your joys and holds your sorrows.  

God forgives  you and keeps you this day and always. 
 

  
 

Apostolic Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.      

      
C And also with you.   
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Kyrie Eleison   [Greek, “Lord, Have Mercy”] 

All  

 
Music: Viktor Andersson © 1999 Calvary Lutheran Church 
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Hymn Of Praise  O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate (ELW 722) 
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Prayer Of The Day 
 
P The Lord be with you   
 
C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray…We remember today, O God, the slaughter of the 

innocent children of Bethlehem by order of King Herod. Receive 
into the arms of your mercy all innocent victims. By your great 
might frustrate the designs of evil tyrants and establish your rule 

of justice, love, and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 
C Amen. 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:15-17 

 
 15 Thus says the LORD: 

 A voice is heard in Ramah, 
  lamentation and bitter weeping. 
 Rachel is weeping for her children; 
  she refuses to be comforted for her children, 
  because they are no more. 
 16 Thus says the LORD: 

 Keep your voice from weeping 
  and your eyes from tears, 
 for there is a reward for your work, 
 says the LORD: 

  they shall come back from the land of the enemy; 
 17 there is hope for your future, 

 says the LORD: 
  your children shall come back to their own country. 
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Psalm 124    All read together 

 1 If the LORD had not been on our side, 
  let Israel now say; 
 2 if the LORD had not been on our side, 

  when enemies rose up against us, 
 3 then would they have swallowed us up alive 

  in their fierce anger toward us; 
 4 then would the waters have overwhelmed us 

  and the torrent gone over us;   
 5 then would the raging waters 

  have gone right over us. 
 6 Blessed be the LORD 
  who has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 
 7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; 

  the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
 8 Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

  the maker of heaven and earth.  
 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-19 

 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place 

among you to test you, as though something strange were happening 
to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so 
that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is 
revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 

because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on 
you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, a criminal, or 
even as a mischief maker. 16 Yet if any of you suffers as a Christian, 

do not consider it a disgrace, but glorify God because you bear this 
name. 17 For the time has come for judgment to begin with the 

household of God; if it begins with us, what will be the end for those 
who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And 

 “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 
  what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 
19 Therefore, let those suffering in accordance with God’s will entrust 

their lives to a faithful Creator, while continuing to do good. 
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Please stand for the Holy Gospel. 
Alleluia Verse / Gospel Acclamations 

 
P    The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the second chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord  
 
13 Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, 
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about 
to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took 
the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt 15 and remained 

there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called 
my son.” 
  16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was 

infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around 
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time 
that he had learned from the magi. 17 Then what had been spoken 

through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 

  wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 
P The Gospel of Our Lord     
C Praise to you, O Christ!  
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Sermon    Pastor Kyle          

 

Silent Reflections 
 

Hymn Of The Day         In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness  (ACS 1093) 
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Creed 

A Let us profess our faith in the Triune God 

All   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the virgin Mary and was made man.   

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers Of Intercession  

A    Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 
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after each prayer petition 

A Lord in your mercy,  
 
C Hear our prayer.  
 

concluding with 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord     

 
 C  Amen. 
 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  C And also with you. 
 
 
 
Offertory    Go Tell It on the Mountain           AA Spiritual  

arr. Dave Howland  2011    Handbell Choir 
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Please stand as our gifts are offered, singing: 
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A   Let us pray.  Merciful Father,  

C   we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 

 

 

 

P It is indeed right and good that we should everywhere and always 
offer thanks and praise to you, holy God, mighty and immortal, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 

The day of your final Jubilee dawned in your Son, Jesus, your 
Anointed One who announced good news to the poor, bound up 
the broken-hearted, and set the captives free.  

  
 And so with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus & Benedictus [Latin, Holy & Blessed] 

 

 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
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Eucharistic Acclamation  

 

 

P   Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to pray. 

 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
P Body of Christ given for you;  

Blood of Christ shed for you 
 
 

Agnus Dei  [Latin, Lamb of God] 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

In-Person: Today we’ll commune at the altar. 
Ushers will guide.    Wine is Red.    Grape Juice is White. 

Gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

 
Online at Home: If you have elements at home, commune with 

those in attendance at the same time. We encourage you to 
communion each other and bless children who have not received First 

Communion. Consider giving this blessing:  
“Know that the promises of Jesus’s love are for you.” 

 

 

 
I Wonder as I Wander  Appalachia Folk Tune  

   arr. Michael Helman 2008     Handbell Choir 
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Text and music © 1991 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western 

Hemisphere (ASCAP). All rights reserved. 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
  in God’s grace.  
C Amen 
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Post Communion Canticle 
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A  Let us pray… God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy 
and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome 
the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 

C   Amen. 
 

P The Benediction         C  Amen   
 
Sending  Word of God, Come Down on Earth (ELW 510) 

 
 

A   Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God!  
 

Postlude Noel Suisse, Grand Jeu et Duo  French Carol 

               Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772) 
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Calvary Lutheran Church 

7620 Baker Boulevard       Richland Hills, Texas  76118 

www.godshearthumanhands.org    email:calvary@calvaryftw.org 
(817) 284-8724       (817) 284-0860 (Fax) 

 The Reverend Kyle Rouze   The Reverend Kyle Symanski 
 

Lector / Acolyte Diana Williams 

Assisting Minister Tricia Huston 

Ushers / Greeters Margie Mountcastle, Peggy Cox, 
Kay & Bruce Kime 

Communion Assistants Tammy Nadaskay, Debbie Thomas 
& Leslie Herd 

Altar Guild Carrie Egan 

Audio / Live Stream Chris Aguilar & Ian Aguilar 

 
Viktor Andersson, piano & vocals  
Debbie Villavicencio, organ    Toni Tharp, flute & vocals   
Jacob Groening, trumpet, vocals  
Karen Moxley, violin, vocals   David Lakota, bass  
Christy Gibson, Pete Moxley, vocals  
Dale Taylor, Chris Williams, guitar, vocals 
Kelsey Helton, clarinet, sax, vocals  

Amelia DeFanti, Paul Slezak, trombone, vocals      
Blake Kitch, percussion, vocals  

 
Cover Art   Coptic church mosaic of Escape to Egypt3 
In the Silence Lord, Hear Our Prayer  Text & Music by Mark 
Patterson ©2001 Choristers Guild;  Sanctus, Benedictus & 
“Eucharistic Acclamation" from Santo, A Bilingual Communion  Rite:  
Music  adapted from an Argentinean folk melody by Marty Haugen 
©2001 GIA Publications, Inc. “Agnus Dee’ Text ©1988 English 
Language Liturgical Language Consultation Music: Jeremy Young© 

1995, 2000 Augsburg Fortress  

Upcoming Commemorations 
Adrian of Canterbury, teacher, died around 710 (TFF) 
Friday, January 9, 2026 
African by birth, Adrian (or Hadrian) worked with Theodore, 
archbishop of Canterbury, in developing the church in England. He 
was director of a school at which church leaders were trained. 
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